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The Spirit descended upon them with power. 
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March and April 2020 
Financial Reports 

 

We hope that you find this information helpful as 
you pray for this congregation and evaluate your 
giving and participation in the worship, work and 
mission of this part of the Body of Christ.             
Sincerely, the Session and Pastor.  
   

Tithes and Offerings needed for each week of 
2020 = $1,485.13. This figure is based on a total 
2020 spending play of $77,227.00 which was 
approved by the Session. 
 

MARCH 
Total Tithes and Offerings  
needed (5 weeks)                              $7,425.67 
Actual Tithes and Offerings 
received (5 weeks)                            $4,821.00 
This results in a budget  
shortage for this month                  ($2,604.67) 
 

Total Expenses (5 weeks)                 $6,145.35 
resulting in an overage for   
the month                                ($1,324.35) 
 

APRIL 
Total Tithes and Offerings  
needed (3 of 4 weeks)                         $4.455.40 
Actual Tithes and Offerings 
received (3 of 4 weeks)                       $4,288.00 
This results in a budget  
shortage for this month                       ($167.40) 
 

Total Expenses (3 of 4 weeks)            $5,417.40 
resulting in a shortage for   
the month                                  ($1,129.40) 

 
YEAR-TO-DATE 

Total Tithes and Offerings  
needed (16 weeks)                              $23.762.15 
Actual Tithes and Offerings  
(16 weeks) received                            $19,577.00 
This results in a budget  
shortage to this point                        ($4,185.15) 
 

Total Expenses (16 weeks)                $21,431.34 
This results in a shortage  
to expenses for the year                     ($1,854.34) 
 

For those of you who understand a chart better 
than a bunch of numbers, below is the ‘picture’ of 
our finances for 2020 (16 weeks): 
 

 
Expenses VS Income 

 

*************************************** 
Session Highlights 

   

Due to the COVID-19 “Stay at Home Order,” 
the Session did not meet. 

 

*************************************** 
A Gift of Appreciation and Encouragement 

 

During Holy Week an idea was presented to me 
that our little church express our appreciation to 
the healthcare workers and staff of Broughton 
Hospital for their dedication during this difficult 
and scary time. Some phone calls were made and 
various goodies were delivered to the fellowship 
hall. I (your pastor) printed out a thank you note 
to be included with each tray of goodies. Then 
several people placed the goodies on trays and 
delivered them to the Broughton campus. 
 

This is a prime example of what it means to 
minister to the needs of those in our own 
community. What our essential workers need, 
besides the resources to do their jobs well, is 
encouragement. The goodies, therefore, are not 
so much about a dose of sugar during a long shift 
of patient care, as they are about a dose of 
appreciation and encouragement – like a pat on 
the back, or a smile, or a hug. Thank you to all 
who participated in any way to extend the love of 
God and our appreciation to the folks at 
Broughton Hospital. 
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Here are some responses we received in return: 
 
 

 
********** 

Connie Brockland wrote: “Tell everyone at 
church thank you for the cake!! I'm my 
department. (She is a department of one person.) 
We've been working overtime since February, 
scheduling refresher courses for 1,435 employees 
on top of three orientations a month... It's been 
stressful work trying to be safe and proactive to 
protect our team and patients!! My Director cried 
this morning when she read your thank you note 
to us!! This was truly a much appreciated gift!  

 
*************************************** 

Some Bible Trivia 
 

The theme for this month is: the company of the 
apostles 
 

1. Who was the first apostle to be martyred? 
2. Who succeeded Judas Iscariot as an apostle? 
3. What apostle was a tax collector from 

Capernaum? 
4. According to tradition, which apostle was a 

missionary to India? 
5. What apostle was probably crucified in 

Rome, upside down? 
6. Who was the only one of the 12 apostles not 

from Galilee? 
 

*************************************** 
Lament 2020 

 

In my April 07th letter to the congregation, I 
invited you to write and share with me, a prayer 
of lament or some lines for a prayer of lament, 

expressing your feelings about the COVID-19 
crisis or the other struggles you are experiencing. 
 
Doris Whisnant wrote the following prayer on 
Easter Sunday and gave me permission to share it 
with you. 
 
Heavenly Father, as we go through this time of 
wonder and disbelief, in our mind, we cannot get 
a clear picture of what is happening to our world. 
Could this be a trial to test us as believers, to show 
the world you are still in control of man, not man 
in control of you?  
 

Father, could this be a time in which you are 
giving man a chance to repent, to turn from a 
sinful life, and be saved, by the blood you gave of 
yourself through Jesus to pay for all sin – “only if 
we would believe in what Jesus did for us and 
follow him as our savior”?  
 

Heavenly Father, sometimes we need the film 
removed from our eyes to see you through 
spiritual sight. I think this is such a time. We turn 
to you for hope, safety and protection for us, as 
you creation. We as believers, know you love us. 
We also love you. But as man will do, we fall 
short each day of your expectations. Please 
forgive us, and Lord, lift his world out of this 
terrible disease. I ask as a believer. Father in you 
I trust. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 

*************************************** 
The Pastor’s Ponderings  

 

Even though we are still under the COVID-19 
“Stay at Home Order” and still have other reasons 
to lament, we are on the other side of Easter. In 
other words, we are people who believe in the 
power of the resurrection and God’s continuing 
presence with us through the Holy Spirit. And so, 
I will continue my theme from the last newsletter 
and give you some of the back stories to two 
hymns of praise to God as Creator and Lord. I 
hope that you will continue to trust in God and 
sing to the glory of God in these uncertain and 
dark days.  
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“How Great Thou Art” 
Stuart K. Hine 

 

1. O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
Consider all the worlds Thy hands have 

made 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder 
Thy power throughout the universe 

displayed 
 

Refrain: 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 
 

2. When through the woods, and forest glades I   
   wander 
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees 
When I look down, from lofty mountain 

grandeur 
And see the brook, and feel the gentle breeze 

 

Refrain 
 

3. And when I think, that God, His Son not  
         sparing 

Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in 
That on the Cross, my burden gladly bearing 
He bled and died to take away my sin 

 

Refrain 
 

4. When Christ shall come, with shout of 
acclamation 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my 

heart 
Then I shall bow, in humble adoration 
And then proclaim: "My God, how great 

Thou art!" 
 

While recovering from a serious mining accident 
in Oklahoma, Vernon Spencer began playing 
music at a local bar called the Bucket of Blood. 
He enjoyed the work so much he hopped on a 
train to Hollywood in 1931, hoping to make it 
big. Tim Spencer became his stage name, and he 
joined Roy Rogers and the Sons of the Pioneers 

to become one of the most popular groups in 
America.  
 
Tim married a Christian woman named Velma, 
who prayed earnestly for him, especially while he 
was on the road. He needed all the prayer he could 
get, because his lifestyle was summed up by the 
title of one of his hits: “Cigarettes, Whiskey, and 
Wild Wild Women.” Then one day in a hotel in 
Hazelton, Pennsylvania, Tim opened a letter from 
his wife. Included was a verse of Scripture. 
Picking up a nearby Gideon Bible, Tim read the 
passage and realized he needed a change in his 
life. In prayer, he yielded his life to the Lordship 
of Christ.  
 
Tim Spencer later established a Gospel Music 
publishing company, Manna Music, and a few 
years later his college-age son, Hal, brought him 
a song from a student missionary conference. Tim 
contacted the author of the words, Stuart Hine, 
and published the song. It became one of the most 
beloved hymns of the twentieth century: “How 
Great Thou Art.” 

 

********** 
“All Creatures of Our God and King” 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Translated and Paraphrased by: 

 William Henry Draper 
 

1. All creatures of our God and King, 
Lift up your voice and with us sing, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thou burning sun with golden beam, 
Thou silver moon with softer gleam! 

 
Refrain: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
2. Thou rushing wind that art so strong, 

Ye clouds that sail in heav’n along, 
O sing ye! Alleluia! 
Thou rising moon, in praise rejoice, 
Ye lights of evening, find a voice! 

 

Refrain 
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3. Thou flowing water, pure and clear, 
Make music for thy Lord to hear, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thou fire so masterful and bright, 
That givest man both warmth and light. 

 

Refrain 
 

4. Thou fertile earth, that day by day 
Unfoldest blessing on your way, 
O sing ye! Alleluia! 
The flowers and fruit at in thee grow, 
Let them God’s glory also show! 

 

Refrain 
 

5. And everyone of tender heart, 
Forgiving others, take your part, 
O sing ye! Alleluia! 
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear, 
Praise God and on Him cast your care! 

 

Refrain 
 

6. Let all things their Creator bless, 
And worship Him in humbleness, 
O sing ye! Alleluia! 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 
And praise the Spirit, Three in One! 

 

Refrain 
 

St. Francis was born in 1182 in central Italy, son 
of a rich merchant. After a scanty education, 
Francis joined the army and was captured in war. 
He came to Christ shortly after his release, 
renounced his wealth, and began traveling about 
the countryside, preaching the gospel, living a 
simple life, and seeking to make Christ real to 
everyone he met. Francis loved nature, and many 
stories spotlight his interaction with animals. He 
reportedly once preached a little sermon to the 
birds, saying something like this: “My brother 
and sister birds, you should praise your Creator 
and always love Him. He gave you feathers for 
clothes, wings to fly, and all other things you 
need. It is God who made your home in thin, pure 
air.” That understanding of nature is reflected in 
Francis’ hymn, which in its original form –  

“Song of Brother Sun” – was composed just 
before his death in 1225. Like Psalm 148, it 
exhorts all creation to worship God: The sun and 
moon, all the birds, all the clouds, all men and 
women of tender heart, all creatures of our God 
and King. An English version didn’t appear until 
1919, when Rev. William H. Draper refashioned 
it as the hymn, “All Creatures of Our God and 
King,” for a children’s worship festival in Leeds, 
England. 

********** 
German pastor Martin Rinkart served in the 
walled town of Eilenburg during the horrors of 
the Thirty Years War of 1618-1648. Eilenburg 
became an overcrowded refuge for the 
surrounding area. The fugitives suffered from 
epidemic and famine. At the beginning of 1637, 
the year of the Great Pestilence, there were four 
ministers in Eilenburg. But one abandoned his 
post for healthier areas and could not be 
persuaded to return. Pastor Rinkhart officiated at 
the funerals of the other two. 
 

As the only pastor left, he often conducted funeral 
services for as many as 40 to 50 persons a day – 
some 4,480 in all. In May of that year, his own 
wife died. By the end of the year, the refugees had 
to be buried in trenches without services. 
 
At one point toward the end of the war, the 
Swedish army surrounded the city and demanded 
an enormous ransom from the impoverished and 
starving citizens. Knowing his people didn’t have 
the money, Rinkart pleaded with the Swedes to 
lower the amount, only to be rejected. 
 

It’s reported that Rinkart returned to the city, fell 
on his knees and said, “Come, my children, we 
can find no hearing, no mercy with men, let us 
take refuge with God.” He then began to pray so 
fervently that the Swedish general was moved to 
lower his price to less than five percent of the 
original sum. 
 

Even while living in a world dominated by death, 
Rinkart wrote this timeless prayer of 
thanksgiving for his children – a reminder to be 
grateful to God for all things, at all times. 
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“Now Thank We All Our God” 
Martin Rinkart 

 

1. Now thank we all our God, with heart and                     
   hands and voices, 
Who wondrous things has done, in Whom this 

world rejoices; 
Who from our mothers’ arms has blessed us 

on our way 
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours 

today. 
 
2. Oh, may this bounteous God through all our  
         life be near us, 

With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to 
cheer us; 

And keep us in His grace, and guide us when 
perplexed; 

And guard us through all ills in this world, till 
the next! 

 
3. All praise and thanks to God the Father now  

   be given, 
The Son, and Him Who reigns with Them in 

highest Heaven –  
The one eternal God, Whom earth and Heav’n 

adore; 
For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore. 

 

********** 
I pray that you all stay safe and well until we 
gather together in the sanctuary once again to sing 
and praise God with our voices. 
 

Pastor Yvonne 
*************************************** 
As Seen on the Sign in from of Our Church 

 

 
 

Amen and Amen!! 
 

*************************************** 
Some Bible Trivia Answers 

 

1. James – Acts 12:1-2 
2. Matthias – Acts 1:23-26 
3. Matthew 
4. Thomas 
5. Peter 
6. Judas Iscariot (Some scholars believe that 

the Iscariot means that Judas was from the 
town of Kerioth, which is south of Galilee, 
across the Jordan River.)  

 

*************************************** 
For all the women who have birthed a child, 
raised a child and/or loved a child …. 
 

 
 

*************************************** 
Cover image: https://www.allsaintsjackson.com/blog/post/ 
on-the-celebration-of-pentecost 
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Map: https://www.thebiblejourney.org/biblejourney1/7-
journeys-of-jesuss-followers/who-were-jesuss-followers/ 
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